
Do come and see for
yourself. Westbury-on-Trym
has good communication
links with Bristol City
Centre, and is also, by car,
only a few miles from the
M4/M5 junction. There is no
reserved car parking for
warden or visitors, but free
car parking is available on
local roads. There is also a
public car park nearby (with
free parking for up to three hours) – see the information leaflet or 
website for details: www.thewellcentreforspirituality.org.uk

If you are interested, please contact: 
Revd Colin Lunt, Chair of the Management Committee
colin@lunt.co.uk • 07592 760487

The Well, Centre for Spirituality
at Elsie Briggs House 
38 Church Road, Westbury-on-Trym, 
Bristol, BS9 3EQ
0117 950 7242 v3
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Becoming the Warden at 

The Well Centre for Spirituality

A rare opportunity
for someone with creative sensitivity

and a sense of the sacred
to develop a ministry of hospitality in a small 

ecumenical house of Christian prayer
 



What is The Well Centre for Spirituality?
It is a centre for quiet and reflection, based in a 15th century house  
in Westbury-on-Trym, three miles from the centre of Bristol. 

Its previous owner, Elsie Briggs, left it in her will to the (Anglican) 
Diocese of Bristol, to be a place of quiet prayer for people of all 
churches and none. 

However, it is not a diocesan retreat house. It has an independent 
ecumenical management committee, and the warden, appointed by 
the management committee, has a lot of scope for deciding what 
goes on there.

Since 1991 it has been used by groups and individuals for quiet days
and meetings. There is the potential for retreatants to use a room 
overnight, on a self-catering basis. Some events are part of the Well’s
termly programme.

The House is a member of the Retreat Association and affiliated to 
the Quiet Garden Trust. It is also involved with the Small Places of 
Pilgrimage Network. Meetings are held in the Well for the World 
Community for Christian Meditation, and for Centering Prayer, 
among others. In recent years, there has been growing interest in 
mental health and wellbeing, and this is evidenced by groups on  
Mindfulness and on Healing.
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The new warden would have a chance … 
 to foster the unique prayerful atmosphere of a remarkable place

 to be a welcoming presence to a wide range of people, both those 
who would describe themselves as Christians, and those who are 
not currently involved in a church community

 to develop activities of a contemplative nature

 to live in a historic building and its Quiet Garden as part of the 
local village community. The warden’s accommodation is self-
contained, in the adjoining cottage.

A House for Duty
This post is held on a ‘house for duty’
basis. In a terraced-house next door there
are two bedrooms upstairs (one small),
and a kitchen-diner and toilet / shower-
room downstairs. The rear garden is
shared with The Well. A small
honorarium is paid; accommodation is
rent-free, and council tax, utilities’ bills,
and buildings insurance are also
included.

Westbury-on-Trym has a good shopping
centre, with food shops, cafés and
restaurants, banks, and a post office.
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